THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOVELOCK MET IN REGULAR
SESSION ON NOVEMBER 05, 2025, AT THE LOVELOCK CITY HALL AT 5:30 P.M.

Present: Mayor Rodney Wilcox
Council members Bonnie Skoglie
Council Member Kirsten Hertz
Deputy City Clerk Perri Stewart
Legal Counsel Sean Rowe
Police Chief Michael Mancebo

Absent Council Member Jordan McKinney

Visitors: LeeAnn Gallagher, Teri Gage
Zoom: Frankie Graham, Tina Gallagher

PUBLIC COMMENT-PERSONAL COMMUNICATION-CORRESPONDENCE :

Leeann Gallager addresses the council with a concern. Gallagher states repeatedly hearing from
community members that they want to know the outcome of the application for low-income
housing funding, which has not been approved. She also points out that many have been calling
her for information about this issue, and while she’s aware of the situation due to her personal
connections, the broader public remains uninformed. She suggests the council should publicly
acknowledge the outcome, as it was a matter of considerable interest and importance in the
community. Sean Rowe Legal Counsel states the council could discuss the topic under the
mayor’s report.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
None at this time

MINUTES REVIEW-APPROVAL:
Council member Skoglie offered a motion to approve the minutes for October 01, 2025

Motion carried unanimously

BUSINESS IMPACT DETERMINATION:

After review and consideration of the probable effect that each agenda item for this meeting could
have on a “business” as defined by statute, Council member Hertz moved to make a finding that
no item on this meeting agenda appears to impose a direct and significant economic burden on
a business or directly restrict the formation, operation, or expansion of a business.

Motion carried unanimously.

APPOINTMENT OF JOE GOTTSCHALK TO THE BIG MEADOW CONSERVATION BOARD:
The City Council considered the appointment of Joe Gottschalk to the Big Meadow
Conservation Board. Mayor Wilcox introduced the item, explaining that the appointment had
been discussed in the previous meeting but could not proceed at that time due to a lack of
quorum. During the discussion, a council member Hertz disclosed that Joe Gottschalk is her
brother. Sean Rowe Legal Counsel clarified that it is his understanding that this appointment
does not come with any financial gain or compensation and that there is no pecuniary benefit
associated with this position, Joe Gottschalk would be serving strictly as a volunteer and would
not be compensated for his time and efforts.
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Having addressed the potential conflict of interest and with Counsel ensuring that the
appointment was for a volunteer capacity, the council expressed comfort with moving forward.
Council member Skoglie made a motion to appoint Joe Gottschalk to the Big Meadow
Conservation Board.

The motion passed unanimously

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 AUDIT OF CITY BUDGET FUNDS, ACCOUNTS AND FINAICAIL
OPERATIONS:

The City Council received and reviewed the audit presentation for the fiscal year 2024-2025,
delivered by the audit partner from Eide Bailly Teri Gage. Gage began by noting the city had the
distinction of being the first to complete its audit for the year ending June 30, 2025. Two
documents were provided for council review: the bound audit report and an accompanying
management letter. Gage reported that the city received an unmodified (clean) opinion,
meaning the financial statements were fairly presented in all material respects—the highest
rating available. As of year-end, the city’s net position was approximately $5.9 million, which
represented a slight decrease of around $103,000 compared to the prior year. Significant
financial highlights included a reduction in cash by about $80,000, largely due to the use and
spend-down of ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds, which still had a balance of
approximately $142,000 unspent at year-end. The receipt of donated capital assets from the
county, notably for a fitness court and pickleball courts in city parks. The majority of ARPA
expenditures were directed towards sewer plant improvements and repairs, and capital asset
additions totaled $213,000. In reviewing liabilities, Gage highlighted a net pension liability of
$1.5 million (a decrease from the previous year) and an Other Post Employment Benefit (OPEB)
liability of $522,000 for retirees remaining on the city's health plan. The city's sewer fund
reduced its debt by $101,000 yet retained a balance of $3.3 million for this liability. The general
fund finished the year with an ending fund balance of approximately $914,000—about $680,000
higher than budget projections. This healthy reserve placed the city in a strong cash position
relative to expenditures. ARPA funds were again mostly used in sewer projects and garbage
truck repairs, with one more year of ARPA spending anticipated. Revenue and expenditure
figures for the year were both down compared to the prior year, largely due to the wind-down of
ARPA-funded projects. The utility (sewer and garbage) fund, while showing a $54,000 operating
loss for the year, nevertheless performed significantly better than budgeted (a projected
$417,000 loss). The auditor noted that while cash in this fund increased, depreciation expenses
were not fully funded and advised the council to continually review utility rates to ensure future
capital replacement needs would be met. Turning to audit findings, Gage pointed out a repeated
compliance issue: the required biennial inventory count of capital assets had not been
performed since 2021 and should be completed before the next audit. Internal control practices
were commended for improving, as there was fewer adjusting journal entries compared to the
previous year, but it was also noted that more than half the journal entries tested had not been
reviewed by anyone other than the preparer. The auditor recommended instituting regular,
independent review of all journal entries going forward. Other audit recommendations included
strengthening documentation for certain legal expenditures (two tested lacked invoices) and
reviewing the business licensing process, as two out of six licenses tested were not calculated
correctly, resulting in overcharges. The fee structure for licenses was identified as possibly
outdated and in need of review, both for fairness and pursuit of potential additional revenue.
Throughout the presentation, Gage expressed appreciation for the improvements made by city
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staff and encouraged continued attention to these areas. The council responded positively to
the report and discussed implementing the recommendations, with general consensus that the
city’s financial position and documentation had improved over the previous year.

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDIANCE AMENDING LOVELOCK MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER
7 CITY ADMINISTRAION TO CHANGE REGULAR CITY COOUNCIL MEETINGS TO ONCE A
MONTH ON THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH Mayor Wilcox introduced this
proposed change, referencing prior discussions among council members in which the potential
benefits of reducing the meeting frequency had been discussed. Legal Counsel Rowe noted that
state statute requires at least one regular meeting per month, and the revised schedule would
remain compliant while streamlining operations. Council member Skoglie was in support for the
amendment, suggesting the new schedule would be more efficient, while Council member Hertz
stated she was “absolutely opposed” to reducing the number of meetings. There was brief
discussion about how special meetings could still be called as needed and what the change might
mean for the length and content of each session. The consensus was to table the ordinance until
a third member could be present, ensuring the direction of the council would reflect the full
membership’s input. No final action was taken on the ordinance at this time, and the item will be
brought forward for discussion at a future meeting when a quorum is present.

SEWER-DISPOSAL ACCOUNT DELINQUENCIES / ADJUSTMENTS / REFUNDS:

Given the lack of a finalized and comprehensive account list, the council concluded they were
unable to fully address the matter during this meeting. The decision was made to table any
action or decisions related to sewer-disposal account delinquencies, adjustments, and refunds
until the next meeting.

POOL/PACT AUDIT AND FINDINGS / CORRECTIVE ACTIONS / PROCEDURES TO ADOPT:
Nothing at this time

BUSINESS LICENSES-BUILDING PERMITS-LIQUOR LICENSES-SPECIAL EVENTS LIQUOR
LICENSES:

A temporary special event liquor license for Temptations Parade of Lights event scheduled for
December 6, 2025, was presented for consideration. Following a brief review and discussion,
Council member Skoglie offered a motion to approve the special event liquor license.

Perri Stewart Deputy City Clerk provided an update on permitting and enforcement activities,
mentioning that a recent instance of unpermitted work had been successfully identified and
addressed. Several re-roofing and restoration permits were processed during this period.

Motion carried unanimously

PROCLOMATIONS-AWARDS:
None at this time

MAYOR-COUNCIL-STAFF REPORTS—PROPOSALS:

Mayor Wilcox reported on his attendance at the League of Cities event. He described learning
about successful city projects in other communities, including recent improvements in Henderson,
and discussed how some of these ideas could potentially be applied in Lovelock. He also provided
updates on current city maintenance activities, stating that sewer, streets, and park projects were
ongoing. Regarding the pickleball court, the Mayor informed the Council that efforts were being
made to obtain an evaluation and cost estimate for surface repairs.
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Council member Skoglie reported attending the Nevada 9580 Future Forum, expressing
concerns about how regional grant funding is being allocated and emphasizing the need for
better coordination among local entities to secure funding for Lovelock. It was noted that these
issues would be addressed at the upcoming joint meeting with the county.

Council member Hertz provided information on several activities. She reported that the LEPC
(Local Emergency Planning Committee) event had gone well and highlighted the benefits of
recently involving the safety officer from the local prison. This collaboration is expected to be
helpful if the need ever arises for joint efforts during a major incident. Hertz also noted the
success of a recent fall festival event, though she was unable to attend due to other
commitments.

Police Chief Mancebo reported that the city had been awarded a $19,000 grant for new mobile
radios for both the police and animal shelter. There was also an update on ongoing
cybersecurity initiatives in collaboration with consultants.

Sean Rowe City attorney reported on the resolution of property title issues connected to a
current transaction and updated the council on ordinance revisions and agenda preparation for
the upcoming joint meeting. The attorney also discussed ongoing discussions regarding
business license fees, property taxes, and enforcement procedures, indicating that further
information would be brought to the council as needed.

VOUCHERS, CLAIMS AND PAYROLL.:
Vouchers, claims, and Payroll were reviewed. Council Member Skoglie offered a motion to
approve the Vouchers, Claims, and Payroll as presented.

Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lee Ann Gallagher stated she had two things, first she wanted to congratulate the Mayor and staff
on the progress made in improving the city’s finances, as reflected in the recent report. Gallagher
also raised concerns about locations in town where multiple campers and boats were being stored
on properties, specifically mentioning an area near Wells Fargo and the laundromat. Gallagher
requested that the council consider adopting an ordinance to address long-term camper and
vehicle storage, expressing that such situations could negatively impact on the community’s
appearance.

Mayor Wilcox responded by acknowledging the concern. He stated that the city was already
working on several issues, including unlicensed vehicles on the streets and properties, and
indicated that the situation with campers and storage was being monitored for possible
enforcement or ordinance changes.

Council member Skoglie announced plans to host the WNDD conference in March, which was
expected to bring about 100 participants to Lovelock.

Council member Skoglie offered a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried unanimously

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:23 pm until the next scheduled
City Council meeting on November 19, 2025, at 5:30 pm.
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Rodney J. Wilcox, Mayor Nicole Reitz, City Clerk
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