CITY OF LOVELOCK
BILL NO. 271
ORDINANCE NO. 63

Chapter 11 (11.560-11.720)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE LOVELOCK MUNICIPAL CODE TO
REPEAL EXISTING NUISANCE PROVISIONS AND TO ADOPT A NEW NUISANCE CODE TO
DEFINE, PROHIBIT, AND PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT AND ENFORCEMENT OF
PUBLIC NUISANCES, INCLUDING THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTIES AND
ASSESSMENT OF ABATEMENT COSTS AS TAX LIENS, AND MATTERS RELATED
THERETO.

WHEREAS, the City of Lovelock desires to protect the health, safety, and aesthetics of the
community by clearly identifying and regulating nuisances; and

WHEREAS, the existing nuisance provisions in Chapter 11 of the Lovelock Municipal Code
are inadequate in scope and enforcement; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it necessary to establish clear definitions and
enforcement procedures for nuisances, including the proliferation of weeds, inoperative
vehicles, and the accumulation of debris or refuse;

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Lovelock does ordain:

SECTION 1. REPEAL OF EXISTING NUISANCE PROVISIONS

Sections 11:560 11:720 of the Lovelock Municipal Code are hereby repealed and replaced
as set forth herein.

SECTION 2. ENACTMENT OF NEW NUISANCE CODE

Chapter 11 of the Lovelock Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

11.560 - Purpose

Sections 11:560 - 11:XX of this Chapter shall be known as the “Nuisance Ordinance of the
City of Lovelock” and is enacted to define, prohibit, and abate public nuisances to protect

the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents and visitors of the City of Lovelock.

11.570 - Definitions



As used in this Chapter: 11

Public Nuisance means any act, condition, or thing which:

1.

w

[s injurious to health, offensive to the senses, or obstructs the free use or enjoyment
of property so as to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property;
Unlawfully obstructs the free use of any public park, street, sidewalk, or alley;

Is an unsafe or dangerous building; or

[s an unoccupied buildings or unoccupied structures with boarded-up windows or
entryways that have been opened and unsecured, or windows without opaque
coverings or entryways without boards for more than ten calendar days.

Public Nuisance specifically includes, but is not limited to:

a)

b)

Junk Vehicles: The storage or accumulation of any inoperative, wrecked,
dismantled, or unlicensed motor vehicle or parts thereof on private property in
public view for more than fifteen (15) days, unless within a fully enclosed
structure;

Health hazard, hazardous condition and/or dangerous condition: The
presence of any item(s) or condition which adversely impact or jeopardize the
well-being or health of an individual. Such items may be inclusive of
human/animal waste, medical or biological waste, sharp, gaseous or
combustible materials, radioactive waste, dangerous and/or corrosive
chemicals/liquids, flammable and/or explosive materials, friable asbestos, offal
and decay matter, and any other condition constituting a health hazard under
the Nevada Revised Statutes. In addition, evidence of occupancy without
adequate facilities as required by the International Property Maintenance Code,
shall be considered an imminent health hazard, hazardous condition and/or
dangerous condition;

Imminent hazard: Condition of property, including real property, that places a
person's life, health, or property in high risk of peril when such condition is
immediate, impending, or on the point of happening and menacing;

Livestock: The presence of a cow, mule, burro, sheep, goat, pig or poultry within
the confines of the City of Lovelock without a permit;

Trash: The accumulation of household garbage, junk, refuse, scrap metal,
appliances, furniture, discarded building materials, or other debris visible from a
public right-of-way and not properly contained or disposed of; or

Weeds: Overgrown, dry, or noxious vegetation in excess of twelve (12) inches in
height that creates a fire hazard, harbors vermin, or impairs visibility or access.

11.580 - Unlawful Acts

1. Every person who causes, maintains, allows, permits, procures, aids, fosters,
promotes or solicits a public nuisance, or who willfully omits or refuses to abate
such a nuisance, is guilty of a misdemeanor.



2. Every person who deliberately ignores the establishment or continuation of a public
nuisance involving or upon property under the person's control is guilty of a
misdemeanor if done either intentionally or in a criminally negligent manner.

11.580 - Enforcement Authority

The City Mayor or their designee shall have the authority to enforce this Chapter
and issue notices of violation, orders to abate, and citations for civil penalties.

11.590 - Notice of Violation

1. Upon determining that a nuisance exists, the City shall issue a written Notice of
Violation which shall include:

a) The nature and location of the nuisance;

b) Required corrective actions;

c) A compliance deadline of no fewer than ten (10) calendar days, unless an
imminent hazard exists;

d) The right to appeal.

11.600 - Appeals

1. Any person receiving a Notice of Violation or abatement order may file a written
appeal to the City Council within ten (10) calendar days.

2. The Council shall conduct a hearing within thirty (30) days and may affirm, modify,
or rescind the order.

11.150 - City Abatement Authority

If the nuisance is not corrected by the deadline and no timely appeal is filed, the City
may cause the nuisance to be abated by City personnel or contractors.

11.160 - Recovery of Costs

1. Costsincurred by the City in abating a nuisance, including labor, equipment, and
administrative fees, shall be billed to the responsible property owner.

2. Ifunpaid after thirty (30) days, such costs may be certified to the County Assessor
and recorded as a lien against the property, collectible as a tax debt.

11.170 - Civil Penalties

1. In addition to abatement, a civil penalty of up to $500 per violation, per day, may be
imposed.
2. Each day a nuisance remains uncorrected constitutes a separate violation.



SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY

If any section or provision of this Ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall remain in
full force and effect to the extent permitted by law.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its final passage and publication as
required by law.

PROPOSED this 3™ day of June 2025 by Councilperson Kirsten Hertz.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 17" day of June 2025 by the following vote:
AYES: 3
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

APPROVED:

Rodney Wilcox
Mayor, City of Lovelock

ATTEST:

Nicole Reitz
City Clerk, City of Lovelock



